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I. INTODUCTION

1.1 Nature and Extent of Historic Resources Survey

- This survey aims to locate, describe and evaluate the
historic resources lying (1) within and adjacent to the Whittier
Narrows Flood Control Basin and (2) along the banks of the Rio
-londo channel from Whittier Narrows Dam to its junction with
the Los Angeles River and along the banks of that river to the
Pacific Ocean at Long 5each The areas examined are those en-
compassed within the red lins marking the set of six maps
(dated 1-15-76 under Williams Brothers Co. imnrint) supplied by
the Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District.

1.2 Purpose

-the purpose of this survey is fourfold: - (1) to locate
and identify historic resources within and adjacent to the above
specified areas; (2) to evaluate the effects of the proposed
project upon those resources; (3) to propose ways of mitigating
any harmful effects on those resources iccordance with the
provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (PL 93-291-
190), the Archaeological and Historical Preservation Act (PL 93-
291) and Executive Order Number 11593, May 15, 1971,_rotection ,
and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment;" and<L4) to nomin-
ate qualified historic resources or sites for potential inclus-
ion in the National Register of Historic Places, and for potent-
ial inclusion in the California State Historic Landmarks pro-
gram.,
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1.3 Significance of Whittier Narrows Area

Upon close scrutiny the Whittier Narrows appears to be
one of the most critically significant areas in California's
historical development. From many points of vision--- water
supply, Indians, historic beginnings, commercial and econom-
ic growth and association with prominent, influential persons--
Whittier Narrows occupies a unique and vitally significant
place In the history of California.

In the Whittier Narrows, water, that crucial ingredient
for human existence, has always been in ample supply. Since
the Narrows serves as the drainage spout for the water run
off of the extensive San Gabriel valley and since the region's
geological formation is such that subterranean water remains
close to the surface, water has long been readily available
in the Narrows. This factor, of course, early attiacted settle-
ment nearby by the original Indian inhabitants, and by the
later Spanish occupiers. The Whittier Narrows became the point
of entry for European civilization and culture which in the
late 18th century the Spanish introduced at the original site
of San Gabriel Mission to what would become the Los Angeles
region of southern California. From the commercial and economic
point of view, too, Whittier Narrows served as a critical throat
for the passage of men and goods and a center for the pro-
duction of important raw materials. In Spanish days, the Camino
Real, that loose set of trails and roads providing a rough
highway from San Diego to Los Angeles and north to Monterey,
passed through the Narrows. Later, with the coming of rail-
roads, two transcontinental lines -- the Southern Pacific on the
north side and the Union Pacific on the east side -- traversed
Whittier Narrows. As the 20th century's automobile revolution
demanded greater supplies offuel, the Whitter Narrows again
proved vital as the oil strike there in 1917 opened the way to
exploiting the Imensely productive Montebello Oil Field, still
producing today. Finally, Whittier Narrows area over the years
has been owned - all or In part -- by a succession of historically
significant, colorful figures -- early immigrant from the United
States William "Julian" Workman and his son-in-law Francis Pliny
Fiske Temple, Mexico's last Governor of California Plo Pico,
and mining speculator, real estate promoter and horse breeder
Elias J. "Lucky" Baldwin of Santa Anita fame.
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2. METHOD& USED IN MAKING SURVEY

2.0 General In making this survey of the Whittier Narrows
and Los Angeles River-Rio Hondo historic re-
sources, the investigators have pursued the
following lines of investigations

2.1 Libraries and Age The pertinent historical lit-
erature has been examined at

the following institutionst

1) University and College Libraries

California State University, Los Angeles
Califorrn.a State University, Long Beach
Occidental College
Rio Hondo College
University of California, Los Angeles
University of Southern California
Whittier College,

2) Public Libraries

Alhambra
El Monte
Los Angeles City, Main Library
Long Beach City, Main Library
M ontebello
Pico Rivera
Rosemead
San Gabriel
Whittier

3) Other Institutions and Agencies

California Historical Society
Henry E. Huntington Library
Historical Society of Southern California
Historical Societies of El Monte, La Puente, Monte-

bello. Pico Rivera, San Gabriel, Whittier
Los Angeles County Flood Control District
Los Angeles County Museum, History Division
Los Angeles County Parks and Recreation Department
Standard Oil Company of California, La Habra Division
Southwest Museum
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District

Office
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2.2 Oral Interviews Oral interviews have been conducted
with an extensive group of persons

ranging from local historians, long time residents of the
Whittier Narrows area, local government officials, histor-
ical collectors, operators of concessions within the County
R3creational Parks in Whittier Narrows, living descendants
of families who owned land in the Whittier Narrows or who
ran farms or other enterprises there. These interviews were
geared to elicit information about historic resources or
sites that either once existed or still exist in the Whittier
Narrows area. As this report shows, such interviews proved
productive of historical information not otherwise obtain-
able.

2.3 On Site Inspection On the basis of information ootaLned
in oral interviews and evidence un-

covered in the course of research in the above libraries and
other institutions, the investigators undertook numerous
field trips to the Whittier Narrows area to verify or, con-
firm the existence or non-existence of reported historic
resources by on-site inspection. In some instances, as this
report indicates below, the historic resources or sites were
discovered and verified. In other instances, while field in-
spection revealed no actual physical remains still existing,
the historic sites were identified.

3. PERSONNEL ENGAGED IN MAKING THE SURVEY

The following persons engaged in making the investigation
and survey of historic resources in the Whittier Narrows area.
A sketch of their training and qualifications in the field of
historical investigation follows:-

David Lindsey, Ph. D., Professor of History, California State
University, Los Angeles, Professor Lindsey

earned the B. A. degree at Cornell University, M. A. at Penn-
sylvania State University, Ph. D. at the University of Chica-
go. He has taught American history at various institutions --

Oberlin College, Baldwin -Wallace College, Western Reserve
University, and since 1956 at California State University,
Los Angeles, where he was Chairman of the Department of His-
tory 1964-66. He has twice been Fulbright Professor of

Ip
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American Civilization -- at the University of Athens, 1962-
63, at the University of Madrid, 1968-69. His publications
include seven books and numerous articles in the field of
American history. He has been listed in Who's Who in America
since 1968. Among his specialties is the history of Calif-
ornia.

Martin Schiesl, Ph. D., Associate erofessor of History,
California State University, Los Angeles.

Professor Schiesl earned his degrees-- B. A., M. A. and
Ph. D. at the State University of New York, Buffalo. He
has taught American history at that institution and since
1970 at California State University, Los Angeles. His pub-
lications include one book and several articles in American
history and he has frequently presented research papers &t
professional meetings throughout the country. Among his
specialties is the history of Los Angeles.

David Forte holds the B.A. degree from California State Univ-
ersity, Los Angeles. He majored in history with

a heavy additional concentration in geography, including Calif-
ornia geography. He has served as managing e(Itor of the his-
torical publication, Perspectives, and as an officer of Phi
Alpha Theta, history honorary society. He is currently en-
gaged in graduate study, pursuing the M.A. degree in history.

4. hISTORY OF WHITTIER NARROWS AND CONTIGUOUS AREA

4.1 Pre-Spanish Era

For more than two centuries the Whittier Narrows has been
recognized as a point of major strategic, commercial and econo-
mic significance. As the outlet on the southwestern rim of the
extensive San Gabriel Valley the Narrows not only accommodates
the Valley's water run off but provides a key gap running
north-south between the La Puente Hills on the east and the
La Merced (Montebello) Hills on the west.

The original Indian inhabitants of what became a south-
ern California were well aware of the importance of Whittier
Narrows. The existence in the 18th century of several Indian
villages in the vicinity of Whittier Narrows clearly testi-
fies to this. Water supply was ample and reliable. The na-
tive flora provided food and cover for animals that were the
object of Indian hunting. In the late 1700's at least three

9T
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Indian v41lapes stood a few miles downstream from prpsert
Whittier Narrows Dam -- Isartcarara along presert Rio Hondo
not far frnm Whittier Boulevard, Chokishrpna on Rio Hondo's
west bank just south of present Telegraph Road, and a third
on the east bank of present San Gabriel River just down-
stream from present Pio Pico house which the Sparish calld
by the sereral name "La Rarcheria," also called Suvaygra.
(See n. ii, E. Gary Stickel's retort, "An Archaeoloicql...
Survey of... Whittier Narrows...," September 1976.)

4.2 Coming of the Spanish - Portol' Expedition 1769

The first white men in present-day C fornia quickly
observed the importance of the Whittier Nalrows and made
immediate use of it. In 1769 a Spanish expedition from Boa
California established the first European settlement at
modern San Diego. Within a few months its leader, Captain
Caspar de Portola , led a small exporing party north from
San Diego to the Santa Aria River. Turning inland to a point
near modern Olive, they headed north and crossed a ridge
of hills (today's La Puente Hills) descending the north flank
through modern Turnbull Canyon.2

Accompanying the expedition, Franciscan Father Juan
Crespi recorded in his diary on July 30, 1769: " ... we
ascended a pass (Turnbull Canyon today) and entered a valley
of very large live oak trees and alders. We then descended
to a broad and spacious plain of fine black earth with much
grass .... After traveling for an hour through the valley we
came to an arroyo of water, which flows among many green
marshes, their banks covered with willows and grapes, black-
berries, and innumerable Castilian rosebushes loaded with
roses. In the verdure runs a good channel of water (modern
San Jose Creek), which when measured was found to have a
volume of three quarters of a square yard. It runs along the
foot of the mountains (La Puente Hills), and can be easily used
to irrigate the large area of good land that the valley has.
The valley has a length from north to south of about three
leagues (league = 3+ miles) ... surrounded by ranges of hills.
The one to the north (San Gabriel Mountains) is very high...
and has many corrugations and seems to run farther to the
west. The others are not so high... The plain must be about
six leagues long. We camped (in modern Bassett) near the
arroyo of running water, whose...water cress we ate. This
valley was named San Miguel Archangel (soon changed to San
Gabriel) ... In the afternoon we felt another earthquake.-4.
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I observed the latitude, found it to be 33 degrees and 34
minutes. In order to cross the arroyo it was necessary to
make a bridge of poles because it was so miry. (Spaniards
thereafter called this place La Puente - the bridge -- a
name that has come down to the present.)

"Monday, July 31. -- At seven we set out and went west-
northwest. We traveled about two leagues through brush and
low woods, which delayed as a long time, making it necessary
to cut the bu~rsh down at every step that was taken. We
crossed a very miry arroyo of running water ( today's San
Gabriel River, just south of present El Monte), and halted a
little farther on in a clear open space in the same valley
(north end of present Whittier Narrows Flood Control Basin)
At half past eight in the morning we felt another earthquake.

"Tuesday, August 1. -- This was one of rest, for the
purpose of exploring, and especially to celebrate the jubilee
of Our Lady of Los Angeles de Porciuncula.... said Mass and
the men took communion.... At ten in the morning the earth
trembled. The shock was repeated with violence at one in the
afternoon, and one hour afterwards we experienced another.
The soldiers went out this afternoon to hunt, and brought
back an antelope, with which this country abounds; they are
like goats (with larger horns) .... I tasted the roasted meat,
and it was not bad. Today I observed the latitude and it came
out as 34 degrees and 10 minutea north latitude." 3

It is clear from Crespi's account that Portola's party
camped at the north edge of modern Whittier Narrows, game ab-
ounded in the area, water was plentiful and vegetation thick
and green, even in mid-summer.

Months later, on returning from the north, Portola's exped-
ition reversed its route of the previous summer. Again Crespi's
account relates that on Wednesday, January 17, 1770: "We tra-
veled three leagues farther, to the valley of San Miguel
(today's San Gabriel) and there we halted in the same place
where we had camped (the previous July)..." The next morning
"we startedout...through the gap (Whittier Narrows)...which is
very full of trees. We traveled ...to the southeast on the
edge of a stream (modern Rio Hondo, then the San Gabriel River),
which rising from a copious spring of water in the same gap
(Whittier Narrows), merits now the name of river; its plain
is covered with willows and some slender oottonwoods. We
forded the river (probably just below modern Whittier Boule-
vard) and traveled over level land toward the southeast" to
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the Santa Ana River, "which carries more water than the Por-
ciuncula (today's Los Angeles River)."4

4.3 Spain and Whittier Narrows: San Gabriel Mission

For occupying California Spain launched a dual thrust.
Military posts, called presidios, featured a fortified point
occupied by a garrison of soldiers and encompassed a community
of wives and children accompanying their husband-father
soldiers. For the native Indian population missions would in-
troduceChritianity and Spanish civilization. In California
Franciscan padres were assigned the task of establishing
missions to convert the natives, under the lead of Presidente
Junipero Serra, assisted by Frs. Juan Crespi, Francisco Palou,
Fermin Lasuen, Fernando Parron, Juan Vizcaino and many others. 5

In the first two years of Spanish penetration of Calif-
ornia presidios, with accompanying missions, were established
at San Diego and at Monterey. In June 1771 Fr. Serra dispat-
ched Frs. Angel Somera and Pedro Benito Cambon from Monterey
on board the ship "San Antonio" with orders to erect a mission
several days journey north from San Diego. Leaving that pre-
didio on August 6, escorted by 14 soldiers and 4 muleteers
driving the mule pack train loaded with provisions and supp-
lies, the padres headed north. After examining the Santa Ana
River valley and rejecting it, they crossed over to the 4hitt-
ier Narrows. As Fr. Palou later recorded, "They went on to the
valley of San Miguel (today's San Gabriel), and near the river
of this name.., they found a place that stited them better
for the mission." There they located it "on a hill in the
valley, at the foot of which run some good streams of water,
with which the fertile land in that valley can be irrigated,
in addition to the water of the river, which is only about a
half a league distant." The area, Palou noted, had "a good
growth of cottonwoods, willows, and other trees, thickets of
blackberries, and innumerable wild grape vines; and ...near-
by there iS a large grove of live oaks, with many arroyos of
running water (Whittier Narrows)" 6

According to Palou, just as padres Somera and Cambon were
debating the exact location of the mission, they were surr-
ounded by"& great multitudb"of swarming armed Indians, who
"with frightful yells attempted to prevent the founding of the
Mission. Fearing that a battle might ensue and that some
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might be killed, one of the Fathers produced a canvas pict-
ture of Our Lady of Sorrows and put it ' view of the savages"
Immediately the Indians, "overcome by the sight of the beauti-
ful image, threw down their bows and arrows. The two chiefs
quickly" rushed forward to place at the feet of the Virgin "as
tokens of their greatest esteem the beads they wore on their
neck. By the same action" they indicated their wish, to be
at peace. "They called upon all the neighboring rancherlas
(Indian villages) who in large numbers flocked together, men,
women and children, and came to see the ...Virgin," bringing
"seeds, which they left" at her feet, "imagining she would eat
like the rest of us." On September 8, 1771, under a temporary
shelter of branches the padres celebrated Mass and blessed the
spot for the Mission.7

The following day construction began of a temporary chapel
to serve as a church, together with work on quarters for the
padres and the soldier-guards, "all made of poles, roofed with
tules.....The greater part of the timber for the buildings was
cut and dragged to the spot" by the Indians, "who assisted
also In the construction" work. Of these early buildings at
the original site of San Gabriel Mission in the Whittier Narr-
ows we have a meticulous description, left by Fr. Palou. The
first church, built of logs and tules, measured 45 feet by 18
feet. Nearby stood a two-room building 45 by 17 i/2 feet and
a third structure some 36 feet by 15, used by the padres. A
granary, 35 by 18 feet, two sizeable barracks buildings for
the soldiers, plus ten small huts for neophyte Indians brought
from Baja California completed the Mission compound. All were
enclosed within a stockade 60 varas square (a vara = 2.8 feet)
the gate of which was closed and guarded at night. Beyond the
stockade, enced corrals held dairy cattle, horses and other
livestock.0

The local Indians appeared outwardly friendly at the
outset, helping with the construction and "on the day that the
Fathers moved Into the ilission" the Indians not only carried

in the padres sleeping cots but "decorated them with many
wild flowers." But because the Indians of the region were so
numerous, In the face of only 10 soldier guards at the Mission,
Father Somera secured two more soldiers from San Diego. Un-
fortunately friction soon developed when one of the soldiers
raped "an Indian woman of the neighboring rancheria (village),
the chief wanted to take revenge for the outrage." As Palou
reported, "With his whole band ..., he went to the MIssion, and,



-10-

attacking the two soldiers who were guarding the horses,"
he shot an arrow at one soldier who deflected it with his
shield. That soldier then fired "his gun at the chief who
fell dead, whereupon all the others took flight. At the
noise of the shot, the corporal came running with the rest
of the soldiers. When he saw what had happened; he ordered
the head of the chief" cut off and "raised on a long lance
near the stockade, as a warning to all the Indians. For
many months local Indians refused to come near the hisslon.
Only gradually later did they allow "themselves to be
approached and converted." 9

In December 1773 Fr. Palou reported to the Spanish
Viceroy In Mexico: *Mission San Gabriel is distant about
44 leagues northwest of San Diego (league = 3 + miles) ....
in 34 degrees and 10 minutes (north) latitude, having in
front of it... a very extensive (plain) ...good soil, and an
abundance of water that runs through the plain In ditches that
form the river. 0 The padres had built facilities for di-
verting the water into irrigation ditches to water the crops
they planted. Benefitting from the Whittier Narrows' good
soil and plentiful water from the San Gabriel River, Mission
farming did well. In 1773 the corn crop came to 150 fanegas
(a fanega = 1.58 bushels), the bean crop 7 fanegas. The

Mission also boasted 38 head of cattle, 40 sheep, 12 goats,
20 pigs, 6 horses and 16 mules, together with 6 plows, assort-
ed farm and carpentry tools. But in the absence of a black-
smith no forge was operating to repair broken equipment.
At length in 1774 a blacksmith was engaged and a shop built
under thI new padres in charge, Antonio Paterna and Antonio
Cruzado. 0

In October 1773 one Indian family fled from the Mission,
heading east. The wife and child died in crossing the desert,
but the man, Sebastian Tarabal, made it to the Colorado
River. The following year he served as a guide for the over-
land expedition from the Colorado led by Captain Juan Bautista
de Anza. This 34-man party, exhausted from brosging desert
and mountains, dragged into San Gabriel Mission on March 22,
1774. As Anza recorded in his diary: "We continued our march
and went 3 leagues northwest.... Then we traveled five more to
the west-northwest... in order to free ourselves from many
places miry with water.... we crossed the river (San Gabriel)
that runs close to the Mission, where we arrived at sunset....
We found here four friars,.., who oguld hardly believe that

people could have come from Sonora (where Anza's expedition
originated) .. 11
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One member of Anza's party, Fr. Juan Diaz, Journeyed to
San Diego and from the frigate in the harbor there, borrowed
an astrolabe. After instruction from the ship's navigator,
he returned to take a reading at San Gabriel, which he com-
puted as being at 35 degrees and 52 minutes north latitude.
Obviously either his instruction was poor or his sightings
bad since that would have placed the Missionrnrth of Alta-
dena. Palou's December 1773 reding of 34 degrees and 10 min-
utes Is clearly more accurate.1

4.4 Spanish and Mexican Eras in Whittier Narrows, 1771-1846

Early in 1775 Fr. Serra reviewed the Mission's inventory
of tools and equipment, "65 head of cattle..., 66 sheep, 34
goats, 18 pigs, 19 horses, and 16 mules." He also reported
148 Indians baptized, 19 Indian marriages consecrated, "19
new Christian Indian familes", with 154 persons all living at
the Mission in their little huts, plus 5 Baja California In-
dian families. Shortly after this report was filed, on Fr.
Lasuen's urging, the Mission was moved about five miles north-
west to the site it still occupies on Mission Road in San
Gabriel today. The move was dictated by the periodic floods
of the San Gabriel River which for four years had washed out
many of the Mission's crops and destroyed buildings. So the
Franciscan Fathers abandoned the Whittier Narrows site after
four years and eight months, although crops continued to be
grown there and the old site Iave its name "Mission Vieja"
to the area for many years. 5

The new Xission San Gabriel was still primitive when
Fr. Pedro Font, accompanying Anza's second expedition, ob-
served it in early 1776: "The 1ission has plenty of oak and
other timber for building...and firewood." Some buildings
"are of adobe; but most are of palisades and tules .... One
very large building of palisades, all under one roof...serves
as a habitation for the Fathers, for a granary and for every-
thing else." A church of palisades, quarters for the 8
sold er-guards, and tule huts for Indian neophytes stood close
by. *1

For over half a century Mission San Gabriel operated as
the central religious, economic, cultural institution of
southern California, dominating not only the San Gabriel Valley
but also the pueblo of Los Angeles, founded in 1781 by a party
of Sonorans who had stayed briefly at the Mission, and reach-
ing as far east as San Bernardino, where a Mission chapel
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was built in 1810. For 20 years after 1806 the Father in
charge of the Mission, Jose Maria Zaldivea energetically
expanded the Mission's fields, orchards, vineyards and live-

stock herds grazing on the endless range lands of the Valley,
and built the Molino Viejo (still standing at 1120 Old Mill
Road in San Marino today). Mission workshops produced hides,

leather, tallow for candles, soap, woolens, furniture, tools,

utensils, wines, dried fruits and vegetables. At its peak

over 20,000 head of cattle bore the Mission brand.
1 5

After the Mexican revolution of 1821-22 ended Spanish
rule, a drive to secularize (remove from Church control) the
Missions gained support. In the 1830's secularization of
San Gabriel Mission began with its lands being granted to
private owners. A few Indians received grants, as at Rancho
Potrero Grande in the Whittier Narrows for grazing livestock.
Movable property and animals at the Mission were rapidly
appropriated by grasping individuals. Mission operations
deteriorated swiftly until the Franciscan padres gave up in
1852. Except for the church building the Mission center
itself was granted in 1846 by Pio Pico, last Mexican govern-
or, to wcomers Hugo Reid and William Workman, large rancho
owners.

More than a half century earlier Spanish authorities had
begun (and later Mexican authorities continued) the practice
of making land grants to military officers and soldiers upon
retiring from active duty after 20-30 years of service. Sev-
eral of these grants bear upon the Whittier Narrows area. Among
the earliest was a 1784 grant of 300,000 acres to Corporal Jose
Manuel Nieto that stretched from north of modern Whittier all
the way to the ocean at modern Long Beach (soon reduced to
167,000 acres). Nieto's grant, like other early grants, carr-
ied only grazing rights; to acquire title a number of condit-
ions like surveying and mapping had to be met. After Nieto's
death the land was divided among his heirs. The northernmost
part called Santa Gertrudis Rancho running from Whittier Narr-
ows south to modern Downey passed to Nieto's son's widow, Dona
Josefa Cota. In 1835 she approved transfer of part of that
rancho, known as Rancho Paso de Bartolo (including the south-
ern part of Whittier Narrows) to ex-soldier Juan Crispin
Perez, who in 1843 sold a 700-acre parcel of it to Bernardino
Guirado. The major portion, some 9,000 acres of Rancho Paso
de Bartolo, paeald from Perez to former Governor Pio Pico in
1850-52. This rancho stretched from just above today's Whittier
Narrows Dam south Ind east through northern Pico Rivera and
Whittier of today. 7
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Pico, owner of many ranchos in California, affectionatel,
callel this one "El Rarchito," and lived here building his
impressive ranch house at a point where it still stands today
just southeast of where Whittier Boulevard crosses the San
Gabriel River. Tapping San Jose Creek a few miles north, his
irrigation ditch brought water to his fields, vineyards, and
livestock.

In the Whittier Narrows proper the 184 0's brought signifi-
cant developments. In November 1841 there arrived in southern
California a party of 40 persons from Santa Fe-Taos area, led
by William (Julian) Workman and John Rowland. A native of
England, William Workman migrated to America at age 16, became
a fur trader, then ir partnership with John Rowland a whiskey
distiller in Taos, New Mexico, and there in 1829 he married
Nicolasa Uriarte. All moved to California in 1841 (later to be
Joined by Workman's brother David). Workman and Rowland, al-
ready naturalized Mexican citizens and converted Roman Catholics,
had brought with them a supply of gold with which they pur-
chased Rancho La Puente. Its 49,000 acres they divided, Workman
taking the western half that stretched westward along San Jose
and Walnut Creeks to Whittier Narrows. Workman prospered as
he acquired in time 3,000 head of cattle, 600 horses, developed
wheat arowing, vineyards and fruit orchards, and erected a
grist mill on the north bank of San Jose Creek at the eastern
edgae of Whittier Narrows.

By 1850 Workman had acquired 2.300-acre La Merced Rancho,
covering much of today's Whittier Narrows and the hills to the
west. This he divided between his son-in-law Francis Pliny
Fiske Temple (who came from Massachusetts to California in 1841
and married Antonia Margarita Workman in 1845) and his ranch
foreman Juan Matias Sanchez (who had worked for Workman in Taos
and accompanied him west in 1841). Later Sanchez acquired
Rancho Potrero GrandA which extends into the northwestern area
of Whittier Narrows.? °

4.5 Amrican- Battle n Ga rill River

During the 1830's and early 40's California. simmering
with discontent as Mexico's most distant and neglected province,
erupted in periodic armed uprisings, which ousted at least
one Mexican-appointed governor. An internal power struggle be-
tween Mexican -appointed governors and aspiring California
leaders resulted by 1845 in an uneasy arrangement whereby Gen-
eral Jose Castro served as the military commander ir the
north (Mionterey) and Pio Pico as civil governor in the south
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(Los Angeles). In 1846 this teetering balance was disrupted
by a new factor when the United States and Mexico went to war.
U.S. naval units under Commodore Robert F. Stockton quickly
seized Monterey and San Francisco and moved south to occupy
San Diego and Tos Angeles -- only to be ousted from the Latter
place by local California resistance.

In late 1846 a small American military forces, led over-
land by General Stephen W. Kearny, merged at San Diego with
Stockton's marines and sailors and marched northward. Approaching
Los Angeles from the southeast, these 600 troopers camped the
night of January 7, 1847 on the east side of San Gabriel River
in the vicinity of the present Pio Pico Mansion (not there at
the time). On the River's west bluff General Jose Fores olaced
his small artillery pieces, supplied with crude Cur. powder made
at nearby San Gabriel Mission, and his 600 men, mostly mounted but
il-rmed with a ient muskets and lances, preparrd tc block the
Yankee advance.

What happened on January 8 at the Battle of San Gabriel
River (Paso de Bartolo) was later reported by Commodore Stock-
ton: "the enemy were in force...(on) Rio San Gabriel... to .:-ke a
stand against us... Before moving that morning ... each officer and
man was assigned his position... and reminded it wa, the 8th day

of January (42nd anniversary of the U.S. victory at New Orleans)...
We marched at nine o'clock. Immediately on reaching the plain
(i.e., the river wash) we farmed a square, our baggage packs, spare
oxen and beef cattle in the center... The enemy appeared in sight
upon the hills on the opposite side ...six hundred in number...
(with) their right about two miles down the river. As we approach-
ed, our column.. .moved steadily toward the ford, when writhin a quart-
er of a mile...disposition was made to meet the enemy.

"A detachment of marines was sent to strengthen the left flank.

A party of the enemy, 150 strong, had ncw crossed the river
and made several ineffectual attempts to drive a band of wild

fares upon the advance party. We now moved forward to the ford

.... Capt. Hensley's (advance force dismounted and) *.. deployed
to the front and crossed the stream (which wac about 50 Trds in

width) driving before them a party of the enemy... The enemy had
now taken their position upon the heights (on River's west bank),

distant about 600 yards from the river and about 50 feet above its
level; their center...about 200 strong ... immediately in front of
the ford, upon which they opened a fire from two nieces of artil-

lery throwing round and grape shot without effect. Our column

halted upon the edge of the stream.., the guns were unlimbered.
The two 9 pounders, dragged by officers and on and mules

soon reached the opposite bank,where they were imme-lintely placed


